Mr. Assistant Secretary,

I feel I need to bring my case to your attention since the investigation of my case has been going on for four years.  In November 2002, I was relieved of my responsibilities as Chief of the Consular Section in Amman, Jordan based on visa fraud allegations.  In February 2003 DS suspended my security clearance which prevented me from bidding on competitive jobs and forced me into a non-sensitive position in Washington.  DS closed their investigation of my case in June 2004. I received a Report of Investigation in December 2005; a year and a half after the case was closed, advising me of DS’s recommendation to revoke my clearance.  The allegations against me did not have merit. 

In the report, I was also accused of improper conduct with an applicant for employment, alleging sex for employment. I categorically denied ever stating to anyone that I would provide help to obtain employment at the Embassy in exchange for sex.  The applicant, a former Embassy Doha FSN, had an established history of making such allegations against FSOs and I had 2 supporting statements from a current and former FSO who are familiar with her false allegations.

I am an FS-02 Foreign Service Officer with over 25 years of experience in overseas and domestic assignments in support of U.S. foreign policy goals, particularly in the protection and welfare of U.S. citizens overseas.  I have served in U.S. Embassies/Consulates in South America, Asia and the Middle East as well as various bureaus in the Department.  I am the recipient of 2 Superior Honor Awards and 2 Meritorious Honor Awards. I received language training in Spanish and Arabic at the Foreign Service Institute.  I contributed an article based on my experience during the 1991 Gulf War in the 1995 publication of Inside a U.S. Embassy. I am married and we have 2 sons, 4 years and a 7 month old baby.

I was not involved in any visa fraud issues and a DS investigation, including a thorough review of my finances, did not find anything illegal.  I believe I have been very patient and I cooperated fully with DS. After 4 years, I want this nightmare to come to an end and I want my reputation back as a Foreign Service Officer. 

 Sincerely,

(signed)

 Foreign Service Officer (with suspended clearance)

