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Mr. Assistant Secretary, 
 

As you should be aware if you are being briefed in accordance with regulations, I am one of a large number of Foreign Service Officers whose security clearances are currently suspended. I am an FS-01 officer with more than a quarter-century of loyal service to the US government and roughly a dozen awards and commendations for my service, including a Department-wide award for excellence. I am a Foreign Service brat whose relationship with the US government began shortly after my birth in Washington D.C. My father was a much-decorated Foreign Service Officer and U.S. Military Officer, who continued his service in the reserves for three decades, and was buried a decade ago in Arlington National Cemetery. I am an American citizen by birth who has never held or applied for citizenship under any other nationality. I have been employed by the US government since the age of 18. I received my first Top Secret clearance in 1979 (if memory serves) and held a Top Secret clearance without incident or break until March 2003.  I am writing to you at the suggestion of my attorney, to remind you of my existence.

 

My clearance was suspended at the beginning of March 2003, presumably in order to investigate the unfounded allegation, repeatedly denied under oath, orally and in writing, by both my wife and myself, that I may have physically abused my wife in our bedroom in December 2002. It continues to this day, apparently sustained by the unmanaged anti-Semitic bias of what I would hope is a relatively small number of DS employees, based on a picture illegally confiscated by your agents from my household effects, showing me in an Israeli military fatigue outfit. The picture had hung on my office wall for 18 years, along with my certificates, awards and letters of commendation, as well as other pictures of me scuba diving in Thailand, riding my horse in Cape Verde, standing in the desert near Timbuktu, and standing side by side with three American presidents and two Secretaries of State, among others. Your agents' belief that, during a one month trip to Israel in 1983, I became an officer of the elite Israeli Paratrooper Corps, was investigated by the FBI between June 2004 and July 2005, when the FBI confirmed to me and to my attorney that "my story" had "checked out," and that the FBI had no further interest in me. It was also investigated in June 2006 by a reporter of the New York Sun, who in less than 24 hours gathered far more information about this incident than your agents were able to gather in nearly four years.

 

As we approach the four year anniversary of the inception of DS's investigation, DS has yet to even inform me in any official manner of what it is that DS believes that I have done. The most recent allegation raised by your agents was several months ago, when they called me in to their offices in order to allege that I never graduated college (an allegation that anyone with access to my social security number could prove wrong in roughly three minutes, online, at the University of Maryland website), and that my imaginary failure to graduate college had somehow contributed to my imaginary enlistment in the Israeli military. 

 

In the meantime, my clearance remains suspended. I have been advised that I cannot travel without DS's permission, that I cannot escort my 10-year-old child into the building, that I cannot remain at my desk after 6:00 pm, and of course, that I cannot bid on any regular job opening or do any real work commensurate with my experience and rank, pending resolution of this seemingly endless fishing expedition that makes a mockery of the principle of objectivity which should be at the core of a security clearance review. 

 

In solidarity with others whose lives have been similarly put into limbo,

I am and remain,

 

(signature)

Foreign Service Officer 

